








Astronomy
Curriculum
Space Camp has added an engaging and 
interactive astronomy experience to its 
curriculum to promote exploration of the 
cosmos and inspire the next generation 
of astronomers.

SALSA

Northrop
Grumman 
Foundation

Former astronaut Dr. Don Thomas 
congratulates graduates of Space Academy 
for Leading Students in Alabama (S.A.L.S.A.), 
a program funded by the Alabama 
legislature. In 2017, 136 students from 
83 cities in 89 legislative districts took 
part in the program that gives Alabama 
students access to Space Camp’s science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
education and leadership training. 

The Northrop Grumman Foundation sponsors scholarships for middle school students and 
teachers from Australia, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. In 2018, the Northrop 
Grumman Foundation will celebrate 10 years of sponsoring students and teachers. 
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Astronomy presenters from left to right: Haley Rice, Jill Abrell, 
James Brelsford, Kevin Alspaugh, Pat Milder
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Space Camp
Hall of Fame 2017 
2017 Hall of Fame Class: NASA astronaut 
Dr. Serena Auñón-Chancellor; Dr. Jennifer 
Heldmann, a NASA research scientist; U.S. 
Marine Maj. John Hecker, a former Blue Angels 
pilot; and Dr. Michelle K. Christensen, a 

propulsion engineer at Blue Origin. 

Dr. Jennifer Heldmann Dr. Michelle K. Christensen Maj. John Hecker Dr. Serena Auñón-Chancellor

The Concert in Shuttle Park featuring 
Party of the Year, a party band from 
the producers of The Black Jacket 
Symphony, capped off three jam-
packed days celebrating the 35th 
anniversary of Space Camp. More 
than 1,000 people attended the 
concert under Pathfinder. 

The party continues in 2018 with a 
new name - Rocket City SummerFest.

SummerFest
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Drone
Day 2017 
The U.S. Space & Rocket Center hosted Team 
Alabama International Drone Day at its new 
outdoor netted flight space. Hundreds came out 
to see demonstrations of the latest in drone 
technology, educational sessions focusing on 
safety and flight requirements and Multi GP-
sanctioned races. 

Education Highlights

Saturday Scientist 
and the Science of 
Imagination 
The Rocket Center’s museum education team provides fun, hands-on activities with Saturday Scientist the 
second Saturday of each month, and Science of Imagination each Tuesday in June and July. Joseph Vick, 
museum education manager, leads the programs designed to engage children ages 4 to 9 in science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math. 

Photo courtesy of AL.com/Bob Gathany



Pass The Torch Inspiration Series 

Girls, Guys, Gigabytes 
and Gadgets - 4G!

The Rocket Center continued its Pass the Torch series featuring 
innovative and influential professionals in a variety of fields in 2017. 

Dr. Valerie Neal, chair of the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum’s Space History Department, “Spaceflight in the Shuttle Era 
and Beyond: Redefining Humanity’s Purpose in Space”

Dr. Martin Weisskopf, NASA Marshall Space Flight Center, “The 
Imaging X-Ray Polarimetry Explorer (IXPE): An Overview of the Mission 
and Its Science”

The Rocket Center is honored to have current or retired NASA Marshall Space Flight Center employees and 
contractors and military emeritus docents share their knowledge and memorable moments from their careers with 
guests. Retired engineers John Chapman, left, Mike Pessin and Roy Logston talked to school children about their 
work on the Saturn V moon rocket on the anniversary of the Apollo 11 lunar landing.

State Rep. Laura Hall, fourth from left, and Rep. Anthony 
Daniels hosted “Girls, Guys, Gigabytes & Gadgets, a free 
day-long Saturday session to introduce area youth ages 
8 to 18 to Engineering (Mechanical, Aerospace, Electrical 
and Robotics), Physical Sciences (Energy), Chemistry and 
Computer Science, while exposing them to the various 
careers in STEM. 

NASA and Military Emeritus Docents
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          Partnership

Nearly 100 high school and college teams took 
part in this annual competition.

Winners
High School Division
First Place: Ramon Quinones Medina High School 
of Yabucoa, Puerto Rico
Second Place: Academy of Arts, Careers and 
Technology of Reno, Nevada
Third Place: Teodoro Aguilar Mora of Yabucoa, 
Puerto Rico

College/University Division
First Place: University of Puerto Rico at Humacao 
Team 1
Second Place: Rhode Island School of Design of 
Providence
Third Place: University of Puerto Rico at MayagüezA team from Ramon Quinones Medina High School of Yabucoa, Puerto 

Rico, took first place in the high-school division of the 2017 NASA 
Human Exploration Rover Challenge.

NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge



Space Camp partnered with NASA at ArtScape Baltimore, 
a festival that includes an Artists Market, live concerts, 
sculpture and art installations, visual art exhibits and 
performing arts. 

ArtScape
Baltimore

Rocket Center employees Margie Phillips and Moriah Fordham take a selfie with 
Space Camp alumni at a meetup at the Griffith Observatory in Los Angeles, Ca. 
The Space Camp team was in town for the BET Experience Fan Fest.

BET 
Experience

USSRC employees Lindsay Adams and Graham 
Bernard are ready for a day of inquisitive visitors at the 
Intrepid Space and Science Festival in New York City.

Intrepid Space & 
Science Festival
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Media and Marketing Highlights

Publications



Broadcast
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The Mars 
Generation, 
featuring Space 
Camp trainees, 
premiered at the 
2017 Sundance Film 
Festival and is now 
airing on NETFLIX.



Supported 32 local charities
20,135  in attendance


