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Spock beamed down to a murderous planet in a dangbr shifting universe... A
universe where a series of freak ion storms hasgbéd the boundaries of space...
where Arachne 1V, inhabited by a strange race, tmajost forever to the
Federation... where Spock is sent on a death-dgfssignment into a war of
ant-types along with a brilliant, beautiful, bigotscientist who hates Vulcans!
Captain Kirk, Mr. Spock and the crew of the StggdBnterprise daringly journey
on another thrilling mission toward the perils afklnown worlds.

Summary:

The Romulan Neutral Zone, also known to the Ronsisthe Outmarches, is an area of
space between the borders of the United FederatiBiranets and the Romulan Star
Empire as established in 2161 at the conclusighetarth-Romulan War. The Treaty of
Gamma Trianguli called for a 1 light-year area lestw both powers, with neither side
allowed to cross into the zone without prior agreetrirom the other, or war would be
declared. Any vessel found to have crossed intadne would be impounded and its
crew sent home after they were processed. Botlfiéstaand the Romulans established a
number of outposts along the border which would ileomctivity in the zone.

But in late 2269, violent ion storm activity in thiinity of the Zone was changing the
magnetic field markers that designated its bouedathereby shifting them in favor of
the Romulans. While this held no major problemsilier Federation as a whole, the
planet Arachnae would soon find itself inside Roamupace. Captain Kirk and
Commander Maximus Thrax of the ChR Decius wereal@dped to monitor the planet's
vote to join the Romulan Star Empire.

Moreso, in order to determine whether Arachnaeawasrthy fight, the Enterprise is
dispatched to seek out intelligent life there ahid exists, offer full Federation
protection. To help the Enterprise complete theesgary surveys, the Federation’s
foremost expert on the exobiology of the regionr—Katalya Tremain — is assigned to
them. Upon hearing the news of Tremain’s assignnieth Spock and Dr. McCoy are
elated and become engrossed in an ever escalatar 6ver her comfort. But when she
beams up and declares her hatred of all thingsaviulpon sight of Spock, both men are
taken aback and the mission takes a turn for theevo

With Spock out of the picture, McCoy begins hissioa of woo, but his curiosity is
piqued too: what could have caused such a hatrgdlotins? McCoy becomes torn
between his feelings for Tremain and his profesdiesm. Overcome by his sense of
professionalism, McCoy begins the long, hard preaégrying to understand her. As
part of his quest for knowledge, McCoy attemptsgafaind on her.



Every reporting crew member had to go through an8igd program (a psychoanalytic
device) upon reporting on ship. This device wasethifor Doctor Sigmund Freud and
used drugs coupled with hypnosis to analyze and ffiental problems before such
problems could pose issues on board a starshij. (Brsonality quirks were quite
dangerous to a normal, tight-knit crew. The boat h low ceiling, was pink, and
resembled a human womb. There was a couch ankirgtabmputer present as well.
This soundproof device worked in three stages yaima) a personality by layers, like an
onion. However, McCoy'’s use of the Sigmund was implete and botched as he later
found out, didn’t dig deep enough. Deterred, heldbe Sigmund to help mend rather
than “fix” her Vulcan issues, but that too didn’osk as planned. When she is still paired
with Spock, she deducts that the planet isn't baygh for both of them.

“Captain’'s log, Stardate 6459.2. We are now in bebbund the planet
Arachnae, and the situation aboard the Enterpnigeile tense, is not nearly as
difficult as | had assumed it would be. My onlylgemn is making it quite clear to
Dr. Tremain that she and Spock are co-leaders ®kttpedition to the planet's
surface. According to Dr. McCoy, Tremain still istsi that she could carry out
the expedition on her own with a picked team dintexans, while Mr. Spock
remains aboard ship to co-ordinate. This plan igllg unacceptable to both
myself and Mr. Spock. It will become necessaryrfeito speak to Dr. Tremain
before she and Mr. Spock leave for the planet'fasar | am not pleased that
such a conversation is necessary.”

Both Spock and Tremain beam down to the planetfase and set up camp. While
scouting the surrounding hillsides, Tremain findsivshe believes is the mouth of a
cave. Considering it worthy of further study, Tremand Spock explore it together. But
while away the insectoid life-forms of the plangtaek the settlement, brutally killing
one and biting another, sending potent poisonshigt®ody. The crewman shortly
succumbs to the poison rather painfully, leavingc&&mnd Tremain alone. To further
complicate matters, an unexpected anomaly in thetorm has moved the Neutral Zone
boundary ahead of schedule, placing the planetyfimthe Zone. With it came a
Romulan cruiser, which forces the Enterprise teglés shields on high alert, stranding
Spock and Tremain alone on the planet — utterlyddent on each other for survival.

Not wishing to waste time in determining whethex Arachnians are intelligent
creatures, Spock and Tremain located one of treunes tunnels (apparently "dug” by a
Horta-like creature) and traverse below ground.r&lieey find an amazing city of stone,
created and carved with meticulous care. Spoclewedi this is a sign of intelligence but
Tremain is not so sure citing examples on otheitdgoOn their way back to camp, the
duo is attacked and Spock is bitten! Now Tremaiioised face her demons by caring for
Spock, but Spock will not let their argument ove Arachnians’ intelligence rest. When
she goes out to find comfortable bedding for Spbekietreats back down the tunnel in
order to mind-meld with the creatures. The two halleed about this before and
Tremain has dismissed it outright — not only is afraid of the Vulcan technique, she’s
also concerned that if the creatures are feral¢clSpal turn so as well. And she may be
forced to kill him.



Her concerns are well founded as Spock mindmelts avie of the creatures and find its
mind simplistic; its impulses invade Spock’s mimdlarones away his sense of self.
Tremain finds him and pulls him away from the mdldt not before the damage is done.
Now she is faced with a question: shoot Spock ledfier becomes like the insectoid and
endangers her life or attempt to help him by allayhnim to do the one thing she fears
the most: allow a Vulcan to penetrate her mind.ddegrotests from the Enterprise and
her own internal sense of defense, Tremain musfetie courage to tell Spock to
attempt a mind-meld.

Spock does so and the meld not only brings Spock teehimself, but brings the reason
of Tremain’s hatred to light.

She was married to Jeremy Tremain until his unfate demise on board the USS
Calypso, a Hermes-class Federation scout in seavider the command of Selik, a
captain of Vulcan lineage. The Calypso was destr@fter being infected by a colony of
parasitic creatures that had been taken aboariold) a stop-off at Bellaea. Selik,
believing his ship lost (and not wishing to inflibie parasites on a potential rescuing
vessel), ordered a self destruct. For his acti8aebk received the Medal of Honor
posthumously.

The death of her husband at the hands of an unfg¥lilcan captain alone might cause
some resentment, but Spock knew that both her {sahad also been stationed on board
ship (as Science Officer and Chief Medical Officany she all but admitted that her
relationship with Jeremy had virtually ended bynth&nd even if that too might cause
some of the outbursts but was still more; Spockdoi. Selik -- Tremain was secretly in
love with him but could not bring herself to letbhknow. She suffered silently and when
the Vulcan perished on board the Calypso, Trema@awkshe would never have the
chance to tell him how she felt. The pain at losirigve she could never have was too
hard; therefore she turned to hatred as a copimpamesm. Hatred, therefore, became a
mask for a much deeper pain.

The experience brings Spock and Tremain closethiegeand for the first time allows
her to face the demons of her repressed emotidns trensforms Tremain, although by
her admittance coming to terms with liking Vulcamtl take more time. With the
Arachnians’ intelligence determined to be inferemmd Spock and Tremain back aboard
ship (after Kirk gives up and lowers his shieldsaigmint of trust), the planet is turned
over to the Romulans without further fanfare.

{fin}



